
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Through the 

Keyhole 
Autumn A 2021 

Expressive Art and Design 
Creating self portraits using different media.  
Painting family portraits  

Creating family trees.  

Making and creating junk model houses 

Building houses using construction sets and Lego and role play with small world 

Making maps.  

Learning nursery rhymes.  
Exploring with musical instruments- making repetitive sounds.  

Development Matters Statements  
Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them 

and what to make.  
Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 

Join different materials and explore different textures.  

Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, 
dolls and dolls houses, etc. 

Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, 

such as a city with different buildings and a park.  
Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, 

sadness, fear, etc.  

 

 

 

 

Understanding of the World 
Looking at family photos- discussing people around them.  

Looking at different types of houses and the similarities and differences.  

Sorting materials- Investigating which materials are strongest to build a house  

Matching furniture to the correct rooms.  

Looking at pictures of the local area and looking at important buildings.  

Learning your address/town where we live.  
Learning about roles of important people in society- e/g/ fireman/doctor/policeman/postman etc.  

 

Development matters statements 
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.  
Show interest in different occupations.  

Explore how things work.  

Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people. Talk about members of their immediate 
family and community.  

Name and describe people who are familiar to them. Understand that some places are special to members of their 

community.  

 

 

Mathematical Development 
Number recognition to 10 

Counting to 10 

Matching numerals to quantities.  
Number formation.  

One more/one less 

Exploring 2D shapes and making house pictures  
Repeating patterns.  

Development matters statements 
Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular 

prism for a roof, etc.  

Combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, a bigger triangle, etc. 
Extend and create ABAB patterns–stick, leaf, stick, leaf.  

Develop faster cognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count 

them individually (‘subitising’).  
Recite numbers past 5.  

Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. Show finger 

numbers up to 5.  
Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number 

of objects to match the numeral, up to 5.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Development  
Gross Motor Skills 

Investigate moving in different ways e.g. rolling, hopping, skipping, jumping and hopping.  

Develop their balance and co-ordination skills.  
To begin to sit correctly with good posture.  

Fine Motor Skills 

Begin to the pencil with the correct grip. 
Developing fine motor skills and strengthening hand muscles.  

Beginning to mark make using appropriate pressure on the paper. 

Develop the use of small tools, e.g. scissors and ensure they are held correctly.  
Practise using cutlery to cut their own food. 

Development Matters Statements 
Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.  

Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. Show a preference 
for a dominant hand.  

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on 

and doing up zips.  
Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes)and ball 

skills.  

Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet. Skip, hop, stand on one leg 
and hold a pose for a game like musical statues. 

 

 
 

 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Getting to know our new friends.  

Talking/understanding feelings and emotions when starting school.  
Becoming familiar with the environment/settling into routines  

The importance of exercise, eating and hygiene on our body.  

Begin to build respectful relationships with others in the class.  
Begin to manage their own needs e.g. toilet/dressing and undressing.  

Thinking about how others may be feeling and thinking from their perspective.  

 

Development matters statements 
Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting.  
Show more confidence in new social situations.  

Talk with others to solve conflicts. 

Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’.  
Understand gradually how others might be feeling.  

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and 

drying hands thoroughly. Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important.  
Remember rules without needing an adult to remind them.  

 

 

Literacy  
Book Focus: Everybody feels shy, A quiet night in, Goldilocks, Six Dinner Sid, Three 

Little Pigs, Rosie’s Walk, The Jolly Postman, non-fiction texts.  
Begin to recognise and write own names  

Read a range of story books  

Retell texts with magnetic story props/small world toys/puppets 
Start to recognise phase 2 sounds.  

Begin to write recognisable letters  

Start to read phase 2 tricky words.  
Begin to understand what is being read to them.  

Development matters statements: 
Write some or all of their name.  
Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. Understand 

the five key concepts about print: print has meaning, print can have different 

purposes, we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom and the 

names of the different parts of a book.  
Write some letters accurately.  

Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: spot and suggest rhymes, 

count or clap syllables in a word, recognise words with the same initial sound, such 

as money and mother.  

 

 

- page sequencing  

 
 

 

 

Communication, Language and Literacy 
Discussing and following school rules 
Share books and rhymes related ourselves/people who help us 

Role play area/small world- home corner/doctors surgery.  

Talking about likes/dislikes. ourselves and our families. 
Circle time- similarities and differences between us.  

Talking about who lives in your house and members of your family 

Talking about the different types of houses  
Discussing if anyone has ever moved house  

Development matters statements 
Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. Pay attention to 

more than one thing at a time, which can be difficult.  

Use a wider range of vocabulary.  

Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the 

door”.  
Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”  

Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, 

using words as well as actions.  
Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns. Use talk to 

organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver.”  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Outdoor learning 
Making dens/houses using 

materials outside.  

Using materials to make different 

types of transport.  

Water play 
Weaving using ribbons 

Role play people who help us 

(chef in mud kitchen, doctors 

surgery).  


