
 
 

Striving to become independent, motivated learners and responsible citizens. 

 

 

24th July 2020 
Dear Parent / Carer,                                                      

September Full Re-Opening 
 
Despite school having only just broken up for the summer holiday, I am writing now to outline our 
plans for re-opening in September before I take a couple of weeks break. 

 

All children will return to school on Thursday 3rd September. (New reception pupils have a varied 
timetable for the first two weeks, as set out in the previous letter.) Breakfast club and after-school 
clubs begin from Monday 7th September - a separate letter will be sent about these clubs. Other 
early-morning and after-school clubs will not begin until November at the earliest and the year 6 
residential trip will be postponed until later in the year.  

 

Bubbles 

Over the summer holiday, classrooms will be set out in accordance with Government guidelines; all 
children will be seated facing forwards at a specified table, with as much physical distance between 
them as possible. Children will remain within their class bubble most of the day, but will be able to 
mix with other bubbles from their year group when outside. Like now, each bubble will have 
designated toilets and there will be rigorous cleaning of high-contact areas. Children will continue to 
be encouraged and expected to wash their hands regularly and always after coughing or sneezing 
and before eating. To reduce the amount of sharing, each child will have their own set of stationery 
and frequently used equipment. Other resources will be available to share within their classroom 
bubble. 

 

Staggered Timings 

School start and end times, break times and lunchtimes will all be staggered to limit the number of 
people in each space at the same time. To further reduce congestion, it would also be in your 
children’s best interests if you could walk to school. 

 

Year Arrival Departure 

R 8.40-8.45 3.00 

1 8.50-8.55 3.10 

2 8.50-8.55 3.10 

3 8.45-8.55 3.15 

4 8.45-8.55 3.15 

5 8.30-8.40 3.00 

6 8.30-8.40 3.00 

Your child will not be able to enter earlier than their time, and after these times your child will be 
marked as late, so please be punctual. Maps showing entrances are available on our website. 

 

From September, parents will be able to enter the school grounds to drop-off and collect children, 
but you will need to adhere strictly to arrival and departure times to enable safe, physical distancing. 
The times have been arranged to reduce waiting times. If you have children in year 5/6 as well as 
younger years, you will notice the departure times coincide. The reason for this is to develop 
children’s independence. It is anticipated that you could arrange to meet your oldest children 
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somewhere away from their collection point so that you can collect your youngest child from their 
exit door.  

 

If you have a child that attends Wickford Church of England Infant school and these times do not 
coordinate, please email admin@wickford-pri.essex.sch.uk and we will make alternative 
arrangements. 

 

Expectations 

Usual school uniform should be worn but, as we will try to take the children outside as much as 
possible, children can bring another pair of shoes suitable for wearing on wet grass. 

Our new behaviour policy will be available on our school website from September, but our usual 
high standards of behaviour remain. 

Attendance from September is compulsory, so please email us if you or your child is anxious about 
returning to school and we will support you. 

On a daily basis, children should only bring their reading diary/book and a spill-proof, water bottle to 
school (plus lunch for upper school children). Pencil cases cannot be brought into school. 

 

Lunchtime 

All lower school children will continue to enjoy a universal free school meal– packed lunches will 
not be possible. Upper school children will continue to have a choice of packed lunch or chargeable 
school dinner (those entitled will be provided with a free school meal). The upper school tuck shop 
will not be open initially, so please pack a healthy snack for upper school children.  

 

Test & Trace 

The advice remains the same that, if anyone in your household has any Coronavirus symptoms, 
your child should not attend school until a negative test result has been received. Similarly, if you 
receive a text from the NHS test & trace service for your child because they have been in close 
contact with someone who has tested positive, they will need to self-isolate for 14-days. In either 
case, please keep us informed so that we can organise home learning. 

 

Curriculum 

Teachers have been working hard to adapt the curriculum so that your child’s achievements 
throughout lockdown can be celebrated and their learning needs can be identified as quickly as 
possible to help them catch-up. Alongside this, we will be prioritising children’s social and emotional 
needs in the first half term. 

 

School Office 

When school initially re-opens in September, the office will remain closed for face-to-face 
conversations. Always phone if your message is urgent, otherwise email in the usual way.   

 

We are looking forward to welcoming all the children back to school in September but in the 
meantime we will be enjoying a well-earned rest. So if you have any queries, please look at the 
information on the Other Letters page of our website first. If you cannot find the answer, then email 
your child’s year group email address or admin@wickford-pri.essex.sch.uk but please do not expect 
an immediate reply – we will aim to respond by 31st August. 

 

Have a lovely summer, 

Mrs Ramet, Headteacher 
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