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22nd May 2020 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

School Re-opening 

 

Thank you for joining me in the Zoom meetings this week and for your feedback via email. Taking 

your constructive comments into consideration alongside Government guidance and our own risk 

assessments, the following arrangements will be put in place when school re-opens, which is 

anticipated to be Monday 1st June. As you are aware, the Government’s aim in re-opening schools is 

to enable parents to get back to work, to protect vulnerable children and to support pupils’ mental 

health. Their priority year groups are EYFS, years 1 and 6 as well as vulnerable pupils. Please bear 

in mind that in such uncertain times, these arrangements may have to be adapted at short notice in 

light of updated Government guidance.  

 

EYFS 

In the first week, children will come in for half-days in groups of roughly 5 depending on the 

classroom size. They will be taught by either a teacher or experienced Learning Support Assistant 

(LSA). Two groups of 5 children, one in the morning and the other in the afternoon, will be taught 

by the same people in the same room every day so that, in the second week, these two groups can 

combine to create a group of roughly 10 who can attend school for the whole day. Children will be 

provided with a universal free school meal from the second week when they are in school full time. 

FSM lunch vouchers will still be provided to those children entitled until they return to school full 

time. 

 

Year 1 and Year 6 

Children will be grouped into 10-12 children and will be taught by either a teacher or experienced 

LSA, at upper school, by the same people, in the same room every day. In the first week, children 

will attend school for the mornings only and then from week 2 they can stay all day. When children 

are in school full time, year 1 children will be provided with a universal free school meal. Children 

in year 6 entitled to a free school meal will also be provided with lunch and others can choose to eat 

a chargeable school dinner if they wish.  

 

All groups will have staggered start and finish times through specified gates. Year group leaders will 

notify you of these times during next week. To maintain safe, social distancing only one parent/carer 

will be able to drop off and collect each child. Please ensure you adhere to the markings when queuing 

and leave the site promptly. Unfortunately, you will not be able to chat to staff at the door, but you 

can stay in contact with your child’s teacher as you have been via the year group email.  

 

The start times and entry gate for children with siblings in one of the other year groups returning to 

school, will be coordinated to minimise your time queuing. 

 

Children should wear their school uniform and bring in a water bottle as the water fountains are still 

switched off. If the weather is sunny, they should also wear a sunhat and sun cream as we will try to 

teach outdoors as much as possible. Year 6 pupils can bring a pencil case into school, but equipment 

will be provided for other year groups. Children should not bring anything else into school. 
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Equipment will be assigned to each pupil to minimise sharing, but where this is necessary, appropriate 

cleaning will take place. 

 

School will be closed every Friday afternoon to enable staff to plan and prepare resources safely. 

 

As one of the main aims of re-opening schools is to enable parents to get back to work, if you need 

your child to arrive in school earlier than your designated arrival time, please let us know and we will 

try to accommodate this from 8.30am.  

 

Critical Workers & Vulnerable Pupils 

Children in years 2-5 whose parents are critical workers, will continue to be looked after in school as 

they have been throughout this pandemic from 8.30am but they will now leave at 3.15pm. Please 

make sure you complete and return the booking form to enable us to plan staffing (from the letters 

page of our website). Please also ensure that your child arrives promptly before 8.45am, through 

the quad door as usual, to avoid social contact with the next group of pupils. If you need your child 

to attend earlier, please just let us know and we will continue to accommodate this as we have been. 

 

If your child has an EHCP or social worker and has not been attending school during the closure, but 

you would now like them to attend, please complete and return the booking form via email. A member 

of our SEND team or DSL will then contact you to discuss the return-to-school arrangements in more 

detail. 

 

The school offices remain closed but office staff are contactable by phone (01268 733071) or email 

mailto:admin@wickford-pri.essex.sch.uk. If you have any further questions, you can also contact us 

using your child’s year group email. 

 

Thank you again for your continued support. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs Ramet, Headteacher 
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