
Wickford Primary School 

Music Policy 

Principles: 

The principles for teaching music at Wickford Primary School are to: 

 Provide equal access to develop skills, knowledge and understanding. 

 To provide equality of opportunity for every child to experience and share in a wide 

variety of music and songs from different styles and cultures. 

We believe music to be: 

 An expressive art through which children can communicate and share sounds. 
 A vehicle for personal expression through performing and composing both 

independently and as part of a group. 

We aim to encourage the development of: 

 Enjoyment, enthusiasm, confidence, satisfaction and technical ability through 
practical involvement 

 Different ways to represent sounds and the means to record these sounds graphically 
and in the traditional way. 

 Technology as a tool for creating, manipulating and storing sounds. 
 Participation in a group musical activity, whether singing or playing instruments. 

Aims: 

Our school aims  to ensure that all pupils:  

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians  

  learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 
with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology 
appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical 
excellence  

  understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 
including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 

 

 

 

 



The Curriculum: 

At Wickford Primary School music is taught in line with the National Curriculum in half- termly 
units of work.  

Pupils are taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

  improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 

  listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 

  use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians  

  develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Wherever possible music is planned to support other areas of the curriculum through 
thematic teaching, for example, in year five, pupils studying the Tudor period in History learn  
about instruments of the time and perform a piece  written by Henry VIII on tuned percussion. 
Pupils studying Mexico learn a Spanish festival song. 

Music is taught by a music specialist who also co-ordinates other performing arts in the 
school. 

Assessment: 

Progress in music is monitored by classroom observation, examining examples of children’s 
work and through discussions with children. Progression is recorded on an assessment grid 
using adapted level descriptors for composition, performance, listening skills and appraisal of 
music.  

Extra Curricular Music 

Children have the opportunity to extend their musical experience by having instruction from 
peripatetic music teachers on a range of instruments including keyboard, violin, guitar, and 
drums. Children are also taught to play the recorder in class when possible and there are two 
recorder groups to allow those children who wish to progress further the chance to do so. 
Treble recorders are also taught. There is a large school choir which draws from all Upper 
School Year groups. This has many opportunities to perform both at school events, in the local 
community, with other schools and in competitive festivals.  All children in Year Four and Year 
Six are expected to take part in a production during the Spring and Summer terms 
respectively. These involve participation in several musical numbers. Children also take part 
in a class assembly once a year and are expected to take part in a group song. 

 



Resources 

A variety of tuned and untuned instruments is available to support the teaching of music. 
Published music schemes such as Music Express are adapted where necessary and IT 
programs such as Garage Band are used to support the composition element of the music 
curriculum. 

Review: 

This policy was last reviewed in January 2019 and is reviewed biannually.  

 


