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Our Approach to Multiculturalism 

 

We recognise that central to the process of education in a multicultural society is that 

children understand and accept the diversity of the pluralist society in which we live.  

To do so, pupils will need to explore diversity in their own environment so as to 

recognise the value and similarities and differences between people. 

 

Positive attitudes are promoted by providing opportunities that help pupils recognise 

that different societies have their own values, traditions and life styles that should be 

valued and respected.  People from all cultural groups are presented as individuals.  

Images are used within school that portray people of all cultures in non-stereotypical 

situations.   

 

All staff and pupils are expected to value and respect people of all cultures and all races.  

There is no place for any kind of discrimination in our school.  Name calling and 

bullying are challenged and never ignored.  It is unacceptable to display racist attitudes 

and behaviour.  Staff will tackle careless or calculated remarks that show that pupils 

are not adequately prepared for life in the multicultural world outside of school. 

 

We aim to provide equal opportunities and equal access to the curriculum for all 

students and recognise each pupil as an individual: this includes paying particular 

attention to needs such as language, religion, food, dress and culture. 

 

We support the learning of English and children’s developing bilingualism through, 

where necessary working alongside the county EAL co-ordinator.  It has been shown 

that bilingual learners acquire English most effectively when the curriculum they are 

following values diversity and challenges racism, thereby motivating the child to learn 

English. 

 

We aim to provide a quality education for all pupils and therefore place importance on 

a positive approach to multiculturalism.  The children’s horizons need to be broadened 

so that they can understand and contribute to a pluralistic society.  This cannot be left 

to chance and requires a positive contribution from every one. 

 

The Curriculum 

 

Multicultural education pervades all areas of the curriculum and school life.  It is part 

of the school ethos and particularly informs aspects of religious education, geography 

and personal, social and health education (PHSE).  Children learn a modern foreign 

language as part of their entitlement and all are children are involved in learning about 

our international partner schools in Uganda as well as learning and upholding British 

values of democracy, tolerance, the rule of law and individual liberty. 

 

Aims 

 

We aim to create an environment for children where they can develop the ability to: 



 Develop an interest and curiosity about the wider world and a sense of cultural 

identity. 

 Develop a respect and an understanding for other cultures’ heritage and 

multilingualism 

 Develop mutual respect and understanding for other people and an openness 

towards diversity 

 Develop confidence and self-esteem 

 Become responsible participants in a pluralist society 

 Develop respect and tolerance or moral and religious values 

 Understand the importance of democracy and the rule of law. 

 Understand the importance of individual liberty 

 

Skills 

 

We wish children to learn to: 

 

 Develop an awareness of similarities and differences in lifestyle and culture in 

a range of other cultures 

 Challenge prejudices, stereotypes and xenophobic attitudes 

 Develop the ability to communicate: essential if children are to understand 

others and the world in which they live 

 Develop an ability to think and act independently and as part of a group: 

essential if pupils are to take an active part in life and understand the inter-

dependence of individuals and groups of people 

 Evaluate experiences with an open mind. 

 

Attitudes 

 

These are the attitudes and personal qualities we aim to develop: 

 

 A positive self image, central to all education and personal growth  

 Tolerance and respect for others 

 Understanding that individual and group differences are something to be valued. 

 Understanding that people have similar needs and aspirations 

 Respect for the values of others 

 Value and self-respect for all cultures within Britain. 

 

Teaching Materials 

 

 Each class has access to  multicultural books in their classroom and the school 

library 

 Reading books that reflect cultural diversity and promote positive images of 

different cultures and races are found in the library  

 There is a budget each year to purchase material to support the above aims and 

skills. 

 The school has relevant resource material to promote understanding of other 

religions (see Scheme of Work for RE and International Award work) 

 



It is important that teaching materials present people with a variety of attributes, 

whether of personal characteristics or lifestyles.  It is important to avoid materials where 

whole cultural groups or individuals are portrayed as stereotypes. 

 

Resources should: 

 

 Illustrate experiences common to children of all ethnic groups 

 Recognise cultural diversity 

 Have realistic illustrations not caricatures 

 Depict characters with which children from minority ethnic groups can identify 

(children of different cultures and races carrying out activities illustrated e.g. 

Maths, DT etc) 

 

This policy was updated in January 2019 and will be reviewed bi-annually. 

 

 

 


