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Wickford Primary School 

 

Marking And Feedback Policy 
 

Introduction 

 

All children need their work marked in a way which helps to improve their learning, develop self-confidence, 

raise self-esteem and provide opportunities for self-assessment.  As a result of this policy, there will be 

consistency in the way children’s work is marked appropriately for their age and level of understanding. 

 

Aims and Objectives 

 

 To reward children for achievement and progress. 

 To enable the children to make continued progress by providing clear next steps in learning.  

 To ensure that marking is linked to learning objectives and success criteria. 

 To develop self-assessment and involve the children in their own learning. 

 To highlight and address misconceptions or need for improvement. 

 To ensure that children’s work is regularly marked. 

 To standardise the way teachers mark work in an agreed format so children can become used to one 

system. 

 

General Principles  

 

 Marking of children’s work can have different roles and purposes at different times. It can involve 

both written and verbal feedback. 

 Whenever appropriate/possible, teachers and LSAs should provide individual feedback to children. 

 The marking of children’s work, either written or verbal, should be regular and frequent. 

 Marking should not confuse attainment with achievement.  The emphasis on marking should be on a 

child’s achievement/progress. Comments should therefore focus on next steps in learning, rather than 

secretarial issues. 

 Marking comments should be linked to learning objectives and success criteria from the lesson.  

 Marking should be used to inform teachers’ judgements concerning children’s progress and to inform 

teachers’ ongoing assessment and reports. 

 Teachers should look for opportunities to provide positive and public feedback to children concerning 

work which is a high achievement for that individual eg sharing the work with the class, asking the 

child to show other staff members, assembly awards. 

 Children should be as involved in the marking process as possible. They should have access to the 

marking criteria and understand the meaning of the marking they receive. 

 Marking practices and procedures should be in keeping with the school’s overall policy on assessment 

and in keeping with the wide range of ways in which the school recognises and celebrates children’s 

achievements. 

 These marking procedures and marking standards should be consistently applied across the school. 

 This policy is available on the school website. Parents wishing for more information can contact the 

school.  
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Procedures 

 

The following agreed procedures for marking work will be applied by all staff: 

 

 Children’s work will be marked as soon as possible after completion, preferably in the presence of the 

child. 

 Children will be given time on receipt of marked work to make corrections or to respond to comments. 

This will be considered when planning and teaching in order to give the children appropriate time to 

respond to comments eg at the beginning of the next lesson/during morning work. Children’s 

corrections/responses will be in purple pen. 

 When correcting maths work, corrections will be written clearly alongside errors by the children in purple 

pen (rather than over-writing). 

 Individual verbal feedback during a lesson will be indicated by VF. 

 When marked work is returned, it may sometimes be appropriate to give some kind of verbal feedback 

either individually or as a class/group. 

 The marking key is attached. 

 Literacy and numeracy books will be marked approximately twice a week each (dependent on the task) 

with pink and green for  comments to edit and improve their work and support future learning.  

 

 

Pink /Green Comments 

 

 At Wickford Primary School, teachers use pink comments to give children feedback on what they are 

doing well and green comments to show to improve that piece of work or identify next steps in 

learning. This ensures children are rewarded for their progress, but always encouraged to do even 

better. Pink and green comments will be used for work across the curriculum when appropriate. 

 Comments will be written in pink and green pens. Highlighters will not be used. 

 Green comments should be something the children can respond to immediately. There should also be 

an expectation that children then apply this skill in future learning.   

 Green comments may be scaffolded ie provide an opportunity for the child to complete a short activity 

to show they have achieved the next step. Examples are completing a sum written by the teacher to 

make layout clearer or writing a sentence using inverted commas correctly.   

 Green comments may also be challenges, for example applying skills to a worded problem. 

 NB It should be recognised that some next steps are harder for children to achieve than others and may 

need to be repeated because they require more evidence before they are considered to be met eg basic 

punctuation skills. If children are not able to respond independently to green comments, teachers need 

to identify the barrier to learning and address this, for example through precision teaching or focus 

group. 

 Teachers must go back to check children’s responses to green comments in order to check there are no 

misconceptions. Accordingly, teachers will acknowledge (tick or initial) pupils’ responses to green 

comments.  

 

Self and Peer Assessment 

 

 Children will be given regular opportunities to self-assess their work according to the success criteria 

of the lesson. This will be done using pink and green comments in upper school. Children will write 

in pen or pencil and indicate pink and green by colouring a small circle next to each comment.  

 Teachers will also provide opportunities for peer assessment, also using pink and green comments.  

 By doing this, children will be able to identify what they should be aiming for in a task, what they have 

achieved and their own next steps. This encourages independence and more engagement with their 

own learning and fosters a sense of achievement.  

 

Precision teaching 
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 Through marking or assessment during a lesson, teachers might identify a specific area for an 

individual child to work on. The teacher or LSA works with an individual child for three to five minutes 

with one small focus easily achievable within the time (eg improving sentence openers, writing 

consistently in one tense, use of capital letters, use of one type of punctuation, editing by reading out 

loud, counting on/back over 10 or 100 boundary).  

 The adult will support child to edit work for the focus. Children should use a purple pen. This will be 

recorded in the books as PT with focus briefly explained by LSA in blue pen.  

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

Marking will be monitored when the senior management team and year leaders monitor children’s work and 

attainment to ensure that it is consistent across the school and enables the children to move on with their 

learning.  

 

The desired outcomes of this policy are improvement in children’s learning and greater clarity amongst staff, 

children and parents concerning children’s achievement and progress. 

 

On review, success will be judged according to: 

 

 whether there is an improvement in children’s work. 

 teacher, child and parent testimony concerning the usefulness of the marking. 

 consistency in teachers’ marking across the school. 

 an awareness on the part of the pupils of their role. 

 

Review 

 

This policy was updated in September 2018 by Victoria Styles, Lisa Griffiths and Louise Withers and will be 

reviewed annually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marking Key 
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The following is an agreed key to mark work appropriate to child’s age/ability: 

 

Sp  = check the spelling. (Children to be encouraged to do this themselves). Teacher may 

also wish to write a correct spelling and leave space for the child to practise 3 times. 

 

Becaws = I have already corrected this above 

 

 = correct 

 

? or   = look at this again/are you sure? 

 

X or    = incorrect 

 

^   = missing word 

 

   = move this to here  

 

CL/FS/O  = capital letter, full stop or missing/incorrect punctuation  

 

   = finger spaces 

 

         = check reversals 

 

   = use your phonics 

 

Children 

 

--------- = underline work to recheck for spelling  


