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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
At Wickford Primary School we provide all children with access to a wide range of high quality Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) equipment, including e-mail and the internet (see Acceptable Use Policy).  
 
The use of computers and computer systems are an integral part of the curriculum and knowing how they work is a key life skill. 
In an increasingly digital world there now exists a wealth of software, tools and technologies that can be used to communicate, 
collaborate, express ideas and create digital content. At Wickford Primary School we recognise that pupils are entitled to a broad 
and balanced computing education with a structured, progressive approach including learning how computer systems work, the 
use of IT and the skills necessary to become digitally literate and participate fully in the modern world. The purpose of this policy 
is to state how the school intends to make this provision. 
 
 
2. VISION & AIMS 
 
ICT extends our knowledge of different subjects and the world around us and greatly improves our ability to make decisions about 
how we can communicate most effectively. At Wickford Primary School our children are equipped with the skills, knowledge and 
understanding to contribute successfully in an ever-changing and advancing technological world. 
 
At Wickford Primary School we believe that IT, computer science and digital literacy education: 
 

 Are essential life skills necessary to participate fully in the modern digital world, 

 Allows children to become creators of digital content rather than simply consumers of it, 

 Provides access to rich and varied sources of information and content, 

 Communicates and presents information in new ways which helps pupils understand, access and use this information, 

 Can motivate and enthuse pupils, 

 Offers opportunities for communication and collaboration through group working both inside and outside of school, 

 Has the flexibility to meet the individual needs and abilities of each pupil. 
 
The school’s aims are to: 

 Provide a broad, balanced, challenging and enjoyable curriculum for all pupils, 

 Develop pupil’s computational thinking skills in ways that will benefit them throughout their lives, 

 Meet the requirements of the national curriculum programmes of study for computing, 

 To respond to new developments in technology, 

 To equip pupils with the skills to use digital tools and technologies throughout their lives, 

 To enhance and enrich learning in other areas of the curriculum using IT and computing, 

 To develop the understanding of how to use computers and digital safely and responsibly (See e-safety policy). 
 
 
The National Curriculum (2015) for computing aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 Can understand and apply the fundamental principles of computer science, including logic, algorithms, data 
representation and communication. 

 Can analyse problem in computational terms and have repeated practical experience of writing computer programs in 
order to solve such problems. 

 Can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar technologies analytically to solve problems. 

 Are responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information technology. 
 
 
 
At Wickford Primary School we: 
 

 Create an environment where all staff are confident in using ICT, through continuing training and professional 
development, with an annual staff skills audit and training programmes run in response to the findings of these audits. 

 Encourage children to confidently use their ICT skills to enhance their learning and raise standards. 

 Have in place Schemes of Work which are designed and implemented to make the best of ICT learning. 

 Promote safe and sensible use of all ICT equipment (see E-safety policy). 



 
3. TEACHING AND LEARNING 
 
Technology develops at a fast rate.  At Wickford Primary School we use the icompute Scheme of Work to support teaching the 
computing curriculum and e-safety is taught using ICTInspires.  However, we are proactive in initiating changes to this in line with 
changes with software and technology.  That said, the units in each year of this scheme fulfil the objectives set out in the National 
Curriculum. Each unit of work within the scheme forms the basis of the medium-term plans, and clear learning objectives are given 
for each unit. In the short-term, each lesson gives activities (which can be adapted by individual staff to suit the topic they are 
teaching) to enable children to reach the stated targets and become independent learners. These challenges are matched to the 
ability and experience of the child.  
 
The school aims to build on and develop the children’s previous experiences of Computing that they may have experienced either 
at home or school.  
 
 
By the end of key stage 1 all pupils should be taught to: 

 understand what algorithms are; how they are implemented as programs on digital devices; and that programs execute 
by following precise and unambiguous instructions 

 create and debug simple programs 

 use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs 

 use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content 

 recognise common uses of information technology beyond school 

 use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; identify where to go for help and support 
when they have concerns about content or contact on the internet or other online technologies.  
 

By the end of key stage 2 all pupils should be taught to: 

 Design and write programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical systems; solve 
problems by decomposing them into smaller parts. 

 Use sequence, selection and repetition in programs; work with variable and various forms of input and output; generate 
appropriate inputs and predicted outputs to test programs. 

 Use logical reasoning to explain how a simple algorithm works and to detect and correct errors in algorithms and programs 

 Understand computer networks including the internet; how they can provide multiple services, such as the world-wide 
web; and the opportunities they offer for communication and collaboration. 

 Describe how internet search engines find and store data; use search engines effectively; be discerning in evaluating 
digital content; respect individuals; use technology responsibly, securely and safely. 

 Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services)  on a range of digital devices to accomplish 
given goals, including collecting, evaluating and presenting data and information 

 
 
As well as being taught as a discrete subject, ICT is also used to support teaching and learning across the curriculum. The use of 
ICT is encouraged in all subjects and staff record cross curricular use on their planning. 
 
4. RESOURCES AND LEARNING 
The school acknowledges the need to continually maintain, update and develop its resources in order to deliver the objectives of 
the National Curriculum and support the use of IT, computer science and digital literacy across the school.  
 

 All teaching rooms have interactive whiteboards. We have also extended ICT capabilities into the hall for use at parent 
meetings, assemblies etc, 

 Wireless internet access is available throughout the school, 

 At present the school has five class sets of laptops and five sets of 16 ipads, 

 All classrooms have a laptop linked to the interactive whiteboard and a laptop for use by LSAs and pupils as necessary, 

 The school currently has a ICT suite that can be booked for whole class use, 

 All pupils and staff have access to a VLE. This enables teachers to provide users with easy but controlled access to learning 
resources, from both inside and outside the school.  The school has adopted My Learning as our VLE.   A key feature of 
My Learning is its strength in promoting continuity of independent learning. An account stays with the learner from class 
to class. My Learning provides true ‘anytime, anywhere’ access to a secure personal desktop which can be customised for 
each learner.  Each user has access to email, web space for personal files, e-learning resources, surveys and shared 
activities on the class page. 
 

 
5. INCLUSION 
 



All children have access to the curriculum, irrespective of gender, race, culture or special educational needs. Through 
differentiation in short-term planning, we give every pupil the opportunity to experience success in learning. To achieve as high a 
standard as possible we set suitable learning targets which correspond to children’s diverse learning needs.  
 
At Wickford Primary School we: 

 Encourage pupils to train and assist their peers where possible, 

 Use different ways of presenting information to children, 

 Offer support with technical language, 

 Regularly monitor and evaluate current ICT practice within the school, including pupils’ continuity and progression. 
 
 
6. ASSESSMENT, RECORDING AND REPORTING 
 
The work the children do in each unit demonstrates what they have learned. Informal judgements are made during each lesson.  
At the end of each unit of work, a formal assessment is made against the assessment criteria appropriate to that pupil’s band. This 
work is assessed by teachers and the children self-evaluate their work.  
 
 
7. RESOURCES 
The ICT Co-ordinator together with the Head Teacher (HT) make decisions about the type and numbers of individual resources. 
The HT and ICT Co-ordinator also directs the usage of the ICT budget allocation and how the resources purchased are deployed. 
 
All members of staff have responsibility to ensure the correct use of computer hardware and software. All staff must inform the 
technician of problems experienced with any equipment. The HT and ICT Co-ordinator are responsible for ensuring the 
maintenance and repair of equipment through liaison with the technician. 
 
Hardware: 
This is constantly being updated 
There is access to: 

 Teacher and LSA laptops 

 Desktop computers 

 Student laptops 

 Student ipads. 

 Staff iPads 

 Floor roamers 

 1 voice recorder 

 Every class has an Interactive Whiteboard 
 
Software:  
There is access to a range of software that allows wide access to all types of programme necessary to fulfil the requirements of 
the ICT schemes of work – see lists provided for staff. Some units are enhanced by the use of e-mail and access to the internet. 
 
9. MONITORING AND REVIEW 
 
The monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of teaching in ICT is the responsibility of the subject 
leader. The subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in their teaching of ICT, for keeping them informed about 
current developments in the subject and for providing a strategic lead and direction for ICT in the school. The subject leader has 
specifically allocated time for carrying out the vital tasks of reviewing samples of children’s work and of visiting classes to observe 
the teaching of ICT. 
 
10. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
When working with resources and equipment in practical activities and in different environments – including those that are 
unfamiliar – children are guided as per the ‘Acceptable Use’ policy, to which all pupils and parents must agree. Please also refer to 
our e-safety policy and staff code of conduct which outlines in further detail guidelines regarding responsible internet use and 
cyber bullying. 
 
This policy was updated in the January 2019 and will be reviewed biannually. 


