
Wickford Primary School 
History Policy 

 
‘History is not only associated with the great events of famous men.  It encompasses all aspects of the lives 
of the men, women and children in society.  Historians attempt to find out about them through asking 
particular kinds of questions of whatever traces of the past remain.’ 
 
Hilary Cooper: ‘The Teaching of History in Primary Schools’. 
 
Aims of History 
 
At Wickford Wickford School we believe history is vital in developing a child’s understanding of the world.  
It teaches us about similarities and differences in opinions, beliefs, motives, attitudes and cultures and 
relate these to the present. 
 
We hope to develop in children a sense of their own identity, their place in the world and the impact they 
can have upon it.  Therefore, we aim to: 
 

 Introduce pupils to what is involved in understanding the past. 

 Extend knowledge and understanding of the history and culture of Britain and the world. 

 Develop a firm understanding of chronology and the ability to contrast past and present, so that 
children may be aware of change and its importance. 

 Develop in children a sense of their own identity within our social, political, cultural and economic 
background. 

 Promote objective judgement and evaluation of evidence. 

 Teach pupils that history can be used to influence decisions about personal choices, attitudes and 
values. 

 Encourage children to communicate their own opinions and value those of others. 

 Involve parents and the wider community by promoting further historical enquiry. 
 
Objectives of History 
 
We believe that it is important to enable children to investigate, chronicle and explain the past through 
hypothesising, questioning and first hand experience, where appropriate.  Throughout the history 
curriculum children will: 
 

 Consider the experiences of people in the past and have empathy for their situations. 

 Explore other cultures, including ancient civilisations, and the impact this has on our lives today. 

 Develop a sense of chronology through studying specific eras, considering how changes between 
periods of time are gradual. 

 Learn about important episodes and developments in Britain’s past and the resulting effects. 

 Investigate aspects of the past within a local context. 

 Make links across the broader curriculum, including literacy, RE, DT and music. 



Strategies for teaching History. 
 
The school has a wide range of resources to support teaching and learning in history.  Children will learn 
through a range of sources of information, including: 
 

 Primary sources, such as artefacts, photographs, newspapers and maps. 

 Books, stories and newspapers. 

 Educational visits to historical sites and visitors to the school. 

 Drama 

 The local area. 

 Friends and family. 

 The internet, interactive whiteboard software, tape recordings, videos and DVDs. 

 Costumes. 

 Reference to the History Scheme of Work. 
 
A variety of teaching strategies will be employed, including: 
 

 Group and individual research. 

 Oral history, from eye witnesses. 

 Participation in school visits. 

 Role play. 

 Handling, investigation and sketching of artefacts. 

 Study of sources, such as photographs, paintings and data. 

 Class discussion and related work. 

 Watching educational DVDs and news clips. 

 Using interactive computer software. 
 
History and SEN 
 
Lessons are differentiated in a variety of ways to match the abilities of all children within the class.  History 
can be easily adapted to meet the diverse needs of pupils with SEN.  Sources of history are richly varied, for 
example, musical, visual and tactile.  History can also be explored through oral sources and role play.  Class 
teachers identify more able pupils on the Gifted, Talented and Able register.  Lessons will be differentiated 
accordingly to the needs of these children. 
 
Cross-curricular aspects of History. 
 
History provides diverse opportunities for thematic teaching and learning.  It provides a meaningful and 
enjoyable context for literacy, maths and ICT.  The scheme of work includes many opportunities for links to 
be made with other subjects, for example: the myths and legends of Ancient Greece (literacy) , Viking 
settlements (geography), and the structure of WW2 shelters (DT).  Through this approach it is hoped that 
we will provide a more holistic curriculum and inspire children to find out more for themselves. 
 



History and Multiculturalism. 
 
The History Scheme of Work includes many opportunities for children to learn about cultures other 
than their own and to gain respect for all cultures.  Through this approach children will learn that every 
culture is special and to be valued.  Use will be made of the school’s links with our partner schools and 
where possible comparisons with the locality and history of our partner schools made. 

 
Assessment 
 
Formal assessment of children’s attainment in history will be carried out at the end of each programme 
of study.  Teachers will also keep their own informal records of each child’s progress throughout each 
unit.  The school will report to parents about attitude and attainment in history in the annual formal 
report and at consultation evenings.  Further details of the school’s assessment procedures can be 
found in the Assessment Policy. 
 
History will be taught based on the requirements of the National Curriculum making the most of cross-
curricular opportunities.   
 
This policy was updated in the January 2019 and will be reviewed biannually.   
 
 
 


